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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Miki (U.S. 
20020136244 Al). 



3. Regarding claim 1, Miki teaches (figs. 1, 19, 21, 23 and 48) a method of operating 
a communications system, comprising: a packet switched network (EP) a circuit switched 
network (ATM, LAN), a plurality of gateways connecting the two networks, comprising: 
receiving packet traffic at one of the gateways; estabUshing in the circuit-switched 
network a circuit fi'om the gateway to ia node on the circuit-switched network; and 
outputting the traffic fi-om the gateway onto the circuit characterized by: outputting from 
the gateways polling messages addressed to the destination address of the traffic; 
receiving at the gateways replies from the destination address; determining the respective 
delay for the replies at the different respective gateways; selecting one of the gateways 
depending on the respective delay times; and establishing the virtual circuit to the 
gateway selected (page 6, paragraph 1 1 3 - page 7, paragraph 1 16). 



Application/Control Number: 09/830,460 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2665 

4. Regarding claim 2, Miki teaches (fig. 48) the circuit witched network includes a 
plurality of independently controlled networks (switch) connected to different gateways. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Miki teaches (fig. 2) the gateways communicate delay times to 
a control node, which selects one of the gateways. 

6. Regarding claim 4, Miki teaches (page 6, paragraph 1 13 - page 7, paragraph 116) 
each gateway having a delay less than a threshold value communicates the delay to the 
control node. 

7. Regarding claim 5, Miki teaches (fig. 1) EP packets. 

8. Regarding claim 6, Miki teaches (fig. 1) the circuit-switched network is an ATM 
network. 

9. Regarding claim 7, Miki teaches (figs. 1, 19, 21, 23 and 48) a control node 
including a control processor and a signaling interface communicates signals with a 
plurality of gateways in the circuit-switched network, being arranged to: communicate 
instructions to the gateways to transmit polling messages to a destination address in a 
circuit-switched network connected to the gateways; receiving fi'om the gateways delays; 
selecting a gateway depending on the delays (page 6, paragraph 1 13 - page 7, paragraph 
116). 
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10, Regarding claim 8, Miki teaches (figs. 1, 19, 21, 23 and 48) the gateway including 
a first interface for connection to a packet-switched network, a second interface for 
connection to a circuit-switched network, and a control processor including a control 
interface to communicate signals with a control node, comprising: transmitting a polling 
message to a destination address in the circuit-switched network; receiving a reply and 
determining the delay; communicating the reply to the control node (page 6, paragraph 

1 1 3 - page 7, paragraph 1 16). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 9, Miki teaches (figs. 1, 19, 21, 23 and 48) a communications 
network including a control node and a gateway comprising a first interface for 
connection to a packet-switched network, a second interface for connection to a circuit- 
switched network, and a control processor including a control interface to communicate 
signals with a control node, comprising: transmitting a polling message to a destination 
address in the circuit-switched network; receiving a reply and determining the delay; 
communicating the reply to the control node (page 6, paragraph 1 13 - page 7, paragraph 
116). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Roberta A Stevens whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3161. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5 :30pm. 

2. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Roberta A Stevens 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2665 




